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In the (.'l aims: 

Please cancel claim 23-3 1, 32. 33, 38, 39 and 44-49, vviihotit prejudice. 

L (Origtrii)!) A hybrid router lhat. i.s capable of operating as a llxed 
base router or a pluage router, comprising: 

a motor assembly having a housing containing a motor for driving an 
output shall to which a bit holding mechanism can be attached, operating handles 
attached to said housing for use by an operator, and operating corUxols for operating said 
n>otor; 

a lixcd base assembly into which said motor assembly can be removably 
installed, said lixcd base assembly having a planar bottom surlaee. a depth adjustment 
meclianism and a first motor assembly locking mechanism for removably locking said 
motor assembly in said fixed base assembly; and, 

a plunge base assembly having a motor earner assembly and a sub-base 
structure having a planar bottom surface and a pair of spaced vertical guide posts along 
which said motor cairicr assembly can be vertically moved, a plunge locking mechanism 
for selectively holdhig said carrier assembly at a particular vertical position along said 
guide posts, said plunge base assembly having a second motor assembly locking 
mechanism for removably locking said motor assembly in said motor carrier assembly, 
and a depth control mechanism for establishing a desired depth of cut when said motor 
carrier assembly is vertically moved toward said sub-base during operation. 
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2. (Previously presented) A router as dclinctl in claim 1 whcrcir 
said motor assembly (bilher comprises d depth adjustment controller that controls tht 
depth of cut of ti bit when said motor iissembly is installed in either of said fixed hose 
assembly or said phmgc base assembly. 

3. (Original) A router as defined in claim 2 wherein said depth 
adjiistmcnt controller comprises a knob that is located on the top of one side of the motoi 
assembly housing, rotation of the knob causing the depth of cut to be increased or 
decreased depending upon the direction of rotation, 

4. (Original) A router as defined in claim 3 wherein said knob can 
be extended from said motor assembly for improved operator access and then retracted as 
desired. 

5. (Orighial) A router as defined in claim 1 wherein said operating 
handles comprise a pair of handles, each of which extend from an opposite side of the 
housing in a generally horizontal direction and which merge with a generally vertical 
portion. 

6. (Original) A router as defined in claim 1 wherein said motor 
operating controls include an on/off motor switch located in one of said handles. 

7. (Original) A router as defined in claim I vvhcrein said fixed base 
assembly comprises a formed base portion having a vertical central opening in which u 
major portion of said motor assembly housing can be inserted, the outer configuration of 
the major portion of said motor assembly that is inserted generally conforming to the 
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configLirailon of Uie inner surface of the formed base portion such that the nioto; 
as.sc?mbly can be vertically moved therein during installation and removal and to <Kljus 
Ihe depth of cut of an instollcd bit. said formed base portion having al least one segmen- 
of relatively thin wall around the ciretimferenee thereof, said first motor a.ssembl> 
locking mechanism comprising; 

an elongated live hinge in said one thin wall segment, said hinge having 
one end integral with said wall and an unaiiaehcd opposite free end; 

a clamp lever operably attached to the outside of said fonned base portion 
and pivotabie between locking and unlocking positions, said clamp lever having a cam 
surface lor engaging the free end portion ofsaid hinge, said cam surface moving said free 
end portion inwardly to press against said motor assembly housing for securely holding 
the same when said clamp lever is pivoted into said locking position, 

X. (Original) A router as defined in ehiim 7 wherein said live hinge 
is formed by an absence of wall material along the periphery ofsaid hinge, said hinge 
being generally horizontally oriented and having one end integral with said wall, with the 
length ofsaid hinge including its opposite end being unconnected to said wall. 

9. (Original) A router as delined in claim 8 llirther comprising a set 
screw inserted in a threaded aperture located in said free end portion ofsaid hinge, said 
set screw being rotatably adjustable to vary the amount of inward movement ofsaid free 
end portion that occurs when the lever is pivoted into said locking position. 
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10. (Original) A router as defined in claim I wherein said moiot 
carrier assembly comprises a formed base portion having a vertical central opening ir 
which a major portion of said motor assembly housing can be inserted, Lhc outei 
configuration of the major portion of said motor assembly thai is inserted generally 
conlbnning to the conliguraiion of the inner surface of the formed base portion such thai 
the motor assembly can be vertically moved therein during installation :ind removal, said 
formed base portion having at least one segment of relatively thin wall around the 
circumference thereof, said second motor assembly loeking meehanism eomprising: 

an elongated live hinge in said one thin wall segment, said hinge having 
one end integral with said wall atid an unallaelied oppos^iie free end; 

a elamp lever opcrably attached to tfic outside ol\said formed base portion 
and pivotable between locking and unlocking positions, said clamp lever having a cam 
surface for engaging the free end portion of said hinge, said cum surfaee moving said free 
end portion inwardly to press against said motor assembly housing lor securely holding 
the same when said clamp lever is pivoted into said locking position. 

11. (Original) A router as defined in elaim 10 wherein said live lunge 
is formed by an absence of wall material along the periphery of said hinge, said hinge 
being generally horizontally oriented and having one end integral with said wall, with the 
length of said hinge ineludmg Its opposite end being unconneeted to said wall. 

12. (Original) A router as defined in claim 11 further comprising a 
set screw inserted in a threaded aperture loeated in said free end portion of said hinge, 
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said set screw being rolatably adjustable to vary the amount of inward movement orsaic 
free end portion that occurs when the lever is pivoted into said locking position. 

13. (Original) A router as defined in claim 7 wherein said majoi 
portion of said motor assembly housing that is inserted into said fixed base assembly Im^^ 
an outer conllguration thai varies suiricienlly throughout its vertical dimension that 
would produce a deviation of the output ^>haft from perpendicular lo said planar bottom 
surlbcc, said major portion of said motor assembly housing having al least one veitical 
recess in the outer conllguration opposite the side thai is contacted by said live hinge, 
said recess extending from the bottom upwardly therefrom, said recess having a flai 
bottom that is parallel to said output shaft, said fixed base assembly having an inwardly 
protruding vertically oriented rail with a top surface that is perpendicular to said fixed 
base planar bottom surface, said rail top surface engaging said recess flat bottom when 
said first locking mechanism clamp lever is pivoted into said locking position, thereby 
a^ssuring that said output shaft is perpendicular to said fixed base planar bottom surface, 

14. (Original) A router as defined in claim 10 wherein said major 
portion of said motor cisscmbly housing that is inserted into said motor carrier assembly 
has an outer configuration thai varies sufficiently throughout it5 vertical dimension that 
would produce a deviation of the output shaft from perpendicular to said sub-base planar 
boliom surface, said major portion of said motor assembly housing having al least one 
vertical recess in the outer configuration opposite the side that is contacted by said live 
hinge, said recess extending from the bottom upwardly therefrom, said recess having a 
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Hat bolloni that is parallel to said output shaft, .said motor carrier assembly having ar 
inwardly protrudhag vertically oriented rail with a top surface that is perpendicular to saic 
llxcd base planar botlon^ surface, said rail top surface engaging said recess flat bottom 
when said second locking mechanism clamp lever is pivoted into said locking position, 
thereby assuring that said output shaft is perpCTuJicular to said sub-base phmar bottom 
surface. 

15. (Original) A roiitcr as defined in claim 7 wherein said motor 
assembly has a second vertical recess adjacent where said live hinge contacts said motor 
assembly, said second recess extending from the bottom thereof upwardly at least a 
distance equal to the depth of cut adjustment distance, an outwardly extending retractable 
slop button sHdably retained in said second recess ajid biased outwardly for engaging an 
interior stop surface of said fixed base assembly to prevent removal of said motor 
assembly therefrom, said fixed base assembly having a base release button that is 
conligured to engage said stop button and release the same to pcnnir removal of said 
motor assembly from said fixed base assembly. 

16. (Original) A router as defined in claim 10 wherein said motor 
assembly has a second vertical recess adjacent where said live hinge coniacis said motor 
assembly, said second recess extending from the bottom thereof upwardly at least a 
distance equal to the depth of cut adjustment distance, an outwardly extending retractable 
stop button sHdably retained in said second recess and biased outwardly for engaging an 
interior stop surface of said plunge base assembly to prevent removal of said ntoior 
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assembly Ihcrelrom, said plunge bilsc assembly having a base relca.sc biiUon timi is 
configured to engage said slop buUon and release the same i.o pcmiil removal of said 
motor assembly frotn said plunge base assembly. 

17. (Original) A router as dclined in claim 1 wherein said depth 
control mcehanisni comprises: 

a support number attached to said sub-base structure; 
an indicator opcralivcly connected to said support member; 
an indicator surface located on said motor carrier assembly positioned to 
contact said indicator, 

18. (Original) A router as defined in claim 17 wherein said support 
member is an elongated member and said indicator is an elongated lube having a pointer 
at its upper cjid, said indicator being adjustable relative to said support member. 

19. (Original) A router as defined in claim 18 further eompriiiing a 
spring for biasing said indicator upwardly into contact with said indicator surface. 

20. (Original) A router as delined in claim 19 wherein said sub-base 
structure includes a depth scale located adjacent said pointer for providing a visual 
indication of the depth of cut. 

21. (Original) A router as defined in claim 17 fiirther comprising at 
least one depth stop turret member operative attached to said motor carrier assciiibly and 
being scicctively movable into and out ofconlact v^'ith said indicator. 
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22, {Original) A router as defined in claim 21 wherein said at least 
one depth stop turret member specifics a predetermined distance from snid indicatoi 
surface. 

23-33. Cancelled. 

34, (Currently amended) A router comprising: 
a motor assembly having a housing containing a motor Ibr driving an 
output shall to vvliich a bit holding mechanism can be attached, operating handles 
attached to said housing for use by an operator, and operating controls for operating said 
motor; and, 

a fixed base assembly into which said motor assembly can be removably 
installed, said lixcd base assembly having a planar bottom surface, a depth adjustment 
mechanism and a motor assembly locking mechanism for locking said motor assembly in 
said fixed base asscn>biy; 

wherein said fixed base assembly comprises a foiwed base portion having 
a vertical central opening in which a major portion of said motor assembly housing can 
be inserted, the outer conllguraiion of the major portion of said motor assembly that is 
inserted generally conforming to the configuration of the inner surface of the formed base 
portion such that the motor assembly can be vertically moved therein during installation 
and removal and to adjust the depth of cut of an installed bit, said formed base portion 
having at least one segment of relatively thin wall around the circumference thereof^ said 
motor assembly locking mechanism comprising; 
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an elongated live hinge in ^said one rehuivcly Ihin wall segment, .said hinge 
having one end integral with said wall and un unattached opposite free end; 

a clamp lever opcrahly attached to the outside of said Ibrmed base portion 
and pivotahle between loeking and unlocking positions, said clamp lever having a cam 
surtaee Ibr engaging the free end portion of said hinge, said cam suiiacc moving said free 
end portion inwardly to press against said motor assembly housing for securely holding 
the same when said clamp lever is pivoted into said locking position. 

35. (Original) A router as defined in claim 34 wherein said live hinge 
is Ibrmed by an absence of wall material along the periphery of said hinge, said hinge 
being generally horizontally oriented and having one end integral with said wall, with the 
length of said hinge including its opposite et\d being unconnected to said wull, 

36. (Original) A router as defined in claim 35 further comprising a 
set screw inserted in a threaded aperture located in said free end portioti of said hinge, 
said set screw being rotalably adjustable to varj' the amount of inward movement of said 
free end portion that occurs when the lever is pivoted into said locking position. 

37. (Original) A router as defined in claim 34 wherein said major 
portion of said motor assembly housing that is inserted into said fixed base assembly has 
an outer configuration that varies sulTicicntly throughout il,s vertical dimension that 
would produce a deviation of the output shaft from perpendicular to said planar bottom 
surlace, said major portion of said motor assembly housing having at least one vertical 
recess in the outer configuration opposite the side that is contacted by said live hinge, 
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Sflid recess extending from Ihc boltoni upwardly tlicrcfrom, said recess having a flat 
bottom that is parallel to said oulpui. shall, said fixed base assembly having an inwardly 
prolruding vertically orienied rail with a top surface that is perpendicular to said fixed 
base planar bottom surface, said rail top suriace engaging said recess flat bottom when 
said first locking mechanism clamp lever is pivoted into said locking position, tliereby 
assuring that said output shaft is perpendicular to said fixed base planar bottom surface. 
40. (Currently amended) A router comprising: 
a motor assembly having a housing containing a motor Tor driving tm 
output shaft to which a bit holding mechanism can be attached, operating handles 
attached to said housing for use by an operator, and operating controls for operating said 
motor; 

a plunge base assembly having a motor carrier assembly and a sub-base 
slruciure iinving a planar bottom surface and a pair of spaced vertical guide posts along 
which said motor carrier assembly can be vertically moved, a plunge locking mechanism 
for holding said carrier assembly at a particular vertical position along said guide posts, 
said plunge base ass(;mbly having a motor assembly locking mechanism for removably 
locking said motor assembly in said motor caitier assembly, and a first depth control 
mechanism lor establishing a desired depth of cut when said motor carrier assembly is 
vertically moved toward said sub-base during operation, 

wherein said motor carrier assembly comprises a formed base portion 
having a vertical central opening in which a major portion of said motor assembly 
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housing can be inserted, Ihc outer coniiguralion ol' the major portion of said riu;)lor 
assembly that is inserted generally eonforming to the configuration of the inner surface o1 
the formed base portion such that the motor assembly can be vertically moved therein 
during installation and removal, said Ibrmcd base portion having at least one segment ot 
relatively thin wall around the circumference thereof, said motor assembly locking 
mechanism comprising: 

an elongated live hinge in said one relatively thin wall segment, said hinge 
having one end integral with said wall and an unattached opposite free end; 

a clamp lever operably attached to the outside of said formed base portion 
and pivotable between locking and unlocking positions, said clamp lever having a cam 
surface tbr engaging the free end portion of said binge, ssaid cam surtacc moving said <rec 
end portion inwardly to press against said motor assembly housing for securely holding 
the same when said clamp lever is pivoted into said locking position. 

4 1 . (Original) A router as defined in claim 40 wherein said live hinge 
is formed by an absence of wall material along the periphery ol' said hinge, said hinge 
being generally horizontally oriented and having one end intcgrni with said wall, with the 
length of said hinge including its opposite end being unconnected to said wail. 

42. (Original) A router as defined in claim 40 further comprising a 
set screw inserted in a threaded aperture located in said free end portion of said hinge, 
said set screw being rolatably adjusiahle to vary the amount of inward movement of said 
Tree end portion that occurs when the lever is pivoted into said locking position. 
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43, (OrigiJifii) A roulcr as defined in claim 40 wherein said major 
poriiou of said motor assembly housing: that is inserted into said motor carrier assembly 
has an outer configuration that varies suniciently (hroughont its vertical dimension tliat 
would produce a deviation of the output shaft IVoni perpendicular 10 said sub-base planar 
bottom surlace, said major portion of said motor assembly housing leaving at least one 
vertical recess in the otiier configuration opposite the side IhrtI is contacted by said live 
hinge, said recess extending from the bottom upwardly thereirom, said recess having a 
llai bottom that is parallel to said output shaft, said motor cuiTier assembly having an 
inwardly protruding vcttically oriented rail with a top surface that is perpendicuhn- to said 
fixed base planar boUom surface, said rail top surlace engaging said recess Hat bottom 
when said second locking mechanism clamp lever is pivoted into said locking position, 
thereby assuring that said otitput shaft is perpendicular to said sub-base planar bottom 
surface, 

44-49. Cancelled. 



13 



PAGE14/16'RCVDAT8f2i20072:21:37PM [Eastern DaylightM^ 



